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I. Sponsored Bill

AB 2303 (Bloom) State Recognition & Award Program: Biliteracy Programs.

Introduced Feb 21, 2014 Summary: This bill would establish the State Recognition and Awards Program in Linguistic Biliteracy to be administered by the State Department of Education for the purpose of recognizing school districts providing and supporting multiple pathways to attaining the state Seal of Biliteracy.  To read the bill go to: www.leginfo.ca.gov/billinfo.html.

Status: AB 2303 (Bloom) is to be heard in Assembly Education Committee on

April 30, 2014. Attached is a Sample Letter of Support for every board member to use and personalize and then forward to Assembly Member Buchanan, Chairperson of the Assembly Education Committee.

Position: Support

II. English Learner Bills

SB 1108 (Padilla) English Learners: Reclassification. Introduced Feb 19, 2014 Summary: Existing law requires the department, by January 1, 2014, to review and analyze the criteria, policies, and practices that a sampling of school districts that represent the geographic, socioeconomic, and demographic diversity of school districts in the state use to reclassify English learners and recommend to the Legislature and state board any guideline, regulatory, or statutory changes that the department determines are necessary to identify when English learners are prepared for the successful transition to classrooms and curricula that require English proficiency. 

Existing law requires the department, by January 1, 2014, to issue a report on its findings, research, analysis, recommendations, and best practices, and by January 1, 2017, to issue an updated report that reflects any changes in analysis and recommendations as a result of the adoption by the state board of the common core standards and related English language development standards.

This bill would additionally require the department, by January 1, 2016, to recommend, and the state board to adopt, the department’s recommendations and best practices pursuant to the department’s recommendations in the report referenced above.

Status: Senate Appropriations Committee

Position: Support

SB 1174 (Lara) English Language Education. Introduced Feb 20, 2014 Summary: This bill would repeal Proposition 227. The California Constitution authorizes the Legislature to amend or repeal an initiative statute by another statute that becomes effective when approved by the electors. This bill also states that it would become effective only upon approval of the voters, and would require the Secretary of State to submit this measure to the voters for approval at a statewide election. Attached are Sample Letters of Support for every board member to use, personalize and forward to Assembly Member Buchanan Chairperson of the Assembly Education Committee by April 10, 2014.

Status: Assembly Education Committee, April 23, 2014

Position: Support

AB 1892(Bocanegra) LCAP: English Learners. Amended March 17, 2014 Summary: This bill would add as a state priority identification of the services provided to pupils of limited English proficiency, as defined, and pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient, as specified. By requiring the governing board of each school district and each county board of education to include additional information in the local control and accountability plan, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee, April 9, 2014

Position: Support

AB 2380(Weber) School Advisory Councils and Committees. Introduced Feb 21, 2014 Summary: This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would update the role of schoolsite councils and English learner parent advisory committees so as to better align the operation of the councils and committees with the local control funding formula. This bill is a spot bill.

Status: Assembly Rules Committee, No hearing date Position: Watch

III. LCFF/LCAP

SB 971 (Cannella) School Finance: Categorical Programs, Introduced February 10, 2014

Summary: This bill would repeal many provisions requiring, authorizing, or prescribing the elements of certain categorical education programs, and would make conforming changes, correct cross-references, and make other nonsubstantive changes. Statutes of the sunsetted Bilingual Education Act, 

(Education Code Sections 52130 – 52180) and the General Provisions (Education Code Sections 6200-62005) were included. However, Senator 

Cannella agreed to take these provisions out of his bill.

Status: Senate Appropriations Committee

Position: Oppose Unless Amended

SB 1346 (Wyland) School Accountability: LCAP.Introduced Feb 21, 2014 Summary:  This bill would: 1) require an audit of a local educational agency to also include whether expenditures were in compliance with the regulations related to the expenditure of moneys apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of unduplicated pupils, as defined, 2) add reclassified English learners, as provided, to the list of pupil subgroups concerning which a school or school district is required to demonstrate this academic improvement, if the subgroup is numerically significant; 3) revise provisions regarding local control and accountability plans, primarily in regard to English learners, including requiring each county superintendent of schools and the governing board of a school district to include a listing and description of certain expenditures in its local control and accountability plan, as specified; 4) add to the list of state priorities the extent to which teachers, administrators, and staff receive professional development or participate in induction programs, including the type and subject areas of the professional development provided; 5)  require the templates developed by the state board to, among other things, ensure that each school district, county superintendent of schools, or charter school that receives supplemental and concentration funds for unduplicated pupils include specified information in its local control and accountability plan, 6) require the county superintendent of schools to also determine whether the adopted budget complies with the regulations related to the expenditure of moneys apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of unduplicated pupils, as defined; 7) revise the existing requirement for establishment of English Learner parent advisory committees to either the enrollment of the school district includes at least 15% English learners or the school district enrolls at least 50 pupils who are English learners, to establish a districtwide English learner parent advisory committee; 8) require the districtwide English learner parent advisory committee to advise the governing board of the school district on specified tasks, including, among others, the establishment of school district goals and objectives for 

programs and services for English learners and school district reclassification procedures;  and 8) require a county superintendent of schools to establish an English learner parent advisory committee if either the enrollment of the pupils in the schools and programs operated by the county superintendent of schools includes at least 15% English learners or the schools and programs operated by the county superintendent of schools enroll at least 50 pupils who are English learners.

Status: Senate Education Committee, April 2, 2014    Position: None

SB 1394 (Wyland) LCFF: Implementing Regulations. Amended March 24, 2014 

Summary:  This bill would require the State Board of Education, on or before January 31, 2015, to amend LCFF expenditure regulations to require an expenditure made pursuant to the local control funding formula for the primary benefit of unduplicated pupils to be expended on programs or services that are evidence based and have been shown to be effective in increasing the academic performance of those pupils. The bill also requires the State Department of Education to suspend funding received pursuant to the local control funding formula and to prohibit a school district, county office of education, charter school from receiving LCFF funds if they do not submit an LCAP that includes evidence based programs that have been proven to be effective. The bill would take effect immediately as an urgency statute.

Status: Senate Education Committee, April 9, 2014   Position: None

AB 2384 (Bradford) School Plans and Schoolsite Councils. Introduced Feb 21, 2014 Summary: This bill would do the following:

1) add representatives of members of the community focused on education and representatives of local service providers working at the schoolsite, selected by the principal or the other members the schoolsite council, to a schoolsite council. 

2) authorize the schoolsite council or the governing board of the school district to expand the composition of a schoolsite council based on the operational structure of the school. 

3) require the governing board of the school district to set term limits for members of a schoolsite council, except for the principal. 

4) would remove community members from the parity calculations used for membership of a schoolsite council at elementary schools

5) prohibit an employee of a school who is also a parent or guardian of a pupil who attends a school from serving as a member of the schoolsite council at the school that the employee’s child or ward attends. The bill 

6) would authorize the employee to serve on a schoolsite council at another school..

7) add low-income pupils and pupils in foster care to the schoolsite plan. 

8) require the school plan to also include mechanisms to ensure that the objectives in the school district’s local control and accountability plan are being adhered to.

9) require the governing board of a school district to ensure that schoolsite council members receive adequate training to implement the objectives contained in the school district’s local control and accountability plan and existing provisions of law.

Status: Assembly Rules Committee
Position: None

AB 1879 (I.Calderon) LCAP-After School Programs. Introduced Feb 19, 2014 Summary: This bill require school district governing boards to consult with local after school program representatives in the development of LCAPs on or after January 1, 2015 as well as when the plans are annually updated. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee, April 9, 2014

Position: None

AB 2408 (Allen) LCAP-California Collaborative for Educational Excellence. Introduced Feb 21, 2014 Summary: This bill would add a representative of charter schools and a parent of a California public school pupil, each appointed by the Governor, to the governing board of the collaborative.

Status: Assembly Education Committee, March 26, 2014

Position: None

V. Other

SB 837 (Steinberg) Transitional Kindergarten Expansion-Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014. Introduced Jan 6, 2014 Summary: This bill, the Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014, would require each school district or charter school that offers kindergarten to offer transitional kindergarten, and would require a child that meets specified minimum age requirements to be admitted to transitional kindergarten. 

The bill would authorize the average daily attendance of a school district to include the average daily attendance of pupils enrolled in transitional kindergarten and would require transitional kindergarten to receive a per pupil base grant for apportionment purposes, as specified. The bill would require transitional kindergarten to be taught by teachers and associate teachers who meet certain requirements, and would require transitional kindergarten to include specified elements that promote integration and alignment with the early learning and child care system and the elementary education system. The bill would require a school district or charter school offering transitional kindergarten to provide public notice of the availability of transitional kindergarten and to administer transitional kindergarten, as specified. The bill would authorize a school district or charter school administering transitional kindergarten to contract with a public local agency or private local provider, or both, to participate in the delivery of transitional kindergarten. The bill would require a private local provider participating in the delivery of transitional kindergarten to be considered a public school employer, as defined, for certain purposes. By requiring school districts and charter schools that offer kindergarten to offer transitional kindergarten, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

Status: Senate Education Committee, April 9, 2014

Position: None

SB 1060 (Liu) School Employees-Professional Growth. Introduced Feb. 18, 2014. 

Summary: Existing law provides that an individualized program of professional growth may consist of specified activities and courses. This bill, contingent upon the appropriation of funds for these purposes, would require school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, and the state special schools to provide programs of professional growth for teachers, administrators, and paraprofessional educators or other classified employees involved in the direct instruction of pupils that are aligned with academic content standards, as specified. This bill also provides that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory provisions.

Status: Senate Education Committee

Jposition: None

SB 1123 (Liu) Child Care and Development: California Strong Start Program. Introduced Feb 19, 2014 

Summary: This bill would state that it is the Legislature’s intent to enact legislation that would establish the California Strong Start program by redesigning the General Child Care Program for infants and toddlers into a comprehensive, evidence-based, locally controlled program, in order to improve the healthy development and school readiness of California’s most vulnerable children. This is a spot bill.

Status: Senate Education Committee

Position: None

AB 1854 (Linder) AP & IBA Examination Fee Grant Program. Introduced Feb 19, 2014 Summary: This bill would, subject to appropriation in the annual Budget Act, establish a grant program, administered by the State Department of Education, for the purpose of awarding grants to cover the costs of advanced placement examination fees or International Baccalaureate examination fees, or both, for eligible economically disadvantaged or foster youth high school pupils, as defined. The bill would authorize a school district to apply to the department for grant funding under the program based on the number of economically disadvantaged or foster youth high school pupils in the school district who will take the next offered advanced placement or International Baccalaureate examinations and would require that grants be expended only to pay the fees required of eligible economically disadvantaged or foster youth high school pupils to take an advanced placement or International Baccalaureate examination, or both. The bill would authorize an eligible economically disadvantage or foster youth high school pupil enrolled in an advanced placement or International Baccalaureate course, or both, to apply to the designated school district staff for a grant to pay the examination fee, as provided. The bill would require funding priority be given to advanced placement examination fees if there is insufficient funding allocated to the grant program in a given fiscal year.

Status: Assembly Education Committee, March 26, 2014

Position: None

AB 1866 (Bocanegra) CalPADS. Introduced Feb 19, 2014 Summary: The bill would require the periodic reports forwarded to local educational agencies by CDE  to also include reports on the rates of absence, rates of chronic absenteeism and the number of chronic absentees, rates of truancy and the number of truants, rates of habitual truancy and the number of habitual truants, and rates of chronic truancy and the number of chronic truants. The bill would revise the definition of “chronic absentee” and establish a definition for “rates of absence”. The bill would delete the federal funding requirement on these provisions. This bill would, once the system is enhanced to accept data on pupil attendance, require a local educational agency to submit specified data, and other indicators identified by the department, to the department at least 4 times per school year on dates to be determined by the department. By imposing additional duties on local educational agencies, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill would become operative only if legislation is enacted in the 2013–14 Regular Session that establishes an annual report on elementary school truancy and chronic absenteeism, that takes effect on or before January 1, 2015. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee, March 26, 2014

Position: Watch

AB 1878 (Stone) Youth In Foster Care Data. Introduced Feb 19, 2014. Summary: This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to improve and enhance the ability to share foster care information and data to improve outcomes for youth in foster care. This is a spot bill.
Status: Assembly Rules Committee

Position: Watch

VI. School Finance

AB2585 (Daly) School Finance-School Districts-Budgets. Amended March 25,2014 

Summary: This bill would: 1) if the budget of a county office of education is disapproved, require the county superintendent of schools and the county board of education, on or before September 8, to review the recommendations of the Superintendent at a regularly scheduled meeting of the county board of education and to respond to those recommendations; 2) would require that response to include any revisions to the adopted budget and other proposed actions to be taken, if any, as a result of those recommendations; 3) require the specified public hearing to be conducted in accordance with a specified provision related to proposed budgets; 3) if the adopted budget of a school district is conditionally approved or disapproved as described above, would require the governing board of the school district, on or before September 8, and in conjunction with the county superintendent of schools, to review and respond to the superintendent’s recommendations at a regular meeting of the governing board of the school district; 4) require the response to include any revisions to the adopted budget and other proposed action to be taken, if any, as a result of the superintendent’s recommendations and 5) would repeal the authority of the governing board of a school district to elect to use the alternative budget review process. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee

Position: None
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