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IMPORTANT NOTICE

ÅThe content of this presentation and material given have 
been made possible thanks to the funding of The California 
Endowment (TCE) in partnership with California Association 
for Bilingual Education (CABE) with the intention of 
educating the public. Therefore, the materials given and 
concepts expressed in this training do not constitute legal 
advice. Please consult an immigration attorney for legal 
advice.



Topics for Today

ÅImportance of immigrant youth in the US

ÅBarriers faced by undocumented students

ÅThe DREAM Act and DACA

ÅSupporting undocumented youth and their families



Expectations

Objectives

ÅLearn of the power and 
reality of immigrant youth 

ÅKnow the causes of high 
level of stress in youth and 
barriers they face

ÅUnderstand the difference 
between the Dream act and 
DACA.

Outcomes

ÅJoin the Dreamers efforts and 
share their stories

ÅUse the knowledge and tools 
acquired to support young 
people on their way to a post 
secondary education

ÅWork on the strengthening of 
relationships as it is key factor 
for academic success



Community 
Building

ÅDo you know a Dreamer or  
anyone impacted by the 
DACA decision?

ÅIn what way has that 
relationship impacted your 
viewpoint on the issue of 
immigration?

ÅPick a partner and pair-
share.



Collective Wisdom

ÅK-W-L

ÅK: 

What do you know about 
undocumented youth?

ÅW: 

What would you like to 
know about supporting 
undocumented youth?



Introduction and Background



The most vulnerable group served by U.S. schools

80,000undocumented youth turn 18 each yearé

54% get a HS diploma (compared to 84% U.S. born peers)

5-10% enroll continue in higher education

Less than this successfully graduate with a degree



CALIFORNIA

1 of 6 students 
have an 
undocumented 
parent



Who has made a difference 
in your life?

ÅThink of two people who have influenced   
your life during your youth? 

ÅAcademically

ÅOther adult 

ÅWho were they?

ÅHow did they impact you?

ÅIf you had them in front of you right now 
what would you say to them?



What is the reality about our youth? 

ÅThey are the future leaders who will fuel our stateôs economy

ÅThey strengthen our communities
ÅPerseverance

ÅWork Ethic

ÅLeadership

ÅDreamers

ÅCivic engagement  

ÅAdaptability skills

ÅDiverse

ÅCulture

ÅHigh level of resilience

ÅThey Maintain and shape our stateôs culture, traditions and 
values



Do we really know 
their needs?



ωFear of family separation

ωMistrust of school and 
medical professionals

ωLess likely to feel 
connected to their school 
environment

ωDriving

ωExtracurricular activities

ωAttend nations most 
segregated schools, 
discrimination, bullying 

ωLanguage

ωLimited financial aid

ωInsufficient access to early 
childhood education

ωLack of social services

ωLow income

ωHome dynamics

Cultural Academic

Immigration 
related

Peer core 
experiences 

What is causing high levels of stress in our immigrant youth? 

Pre-migration
Migration

Post-migration



Most common obstacles faced by undocumented youth

Undocumented 
youth

College 
affordability

Laws and policies 
Basics for living in 
the united states 


