
June 15, 2022 

The Honorable Nancy Skinner, Chair The Honorable Phil Ting, Chair 
Senate Standing Committee on Budget Assembly Committee on Budget 
and Fiscal Review  1021 O Street, Suite 8230 
1020 N Street, Room 502  Sacramento, CA 95814 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Honorable John Laird, Chair  The Honorable Kevin McCarty, Chair 
Senate Subcommittee 1 on Education Assembly Sub. 2 on Education Finance 
1020 N Street, Room 502  1021 O Street, Suite 8230 
Sacramento, CA 95814  Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Senate Bill 952 (Limón)—Dual-Language Immersion Budget Request 
Position: Co-Sponsor 

Dear Committee Chairpersons: 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction, the California Association for Bilingual 
Education, and Californians Together are working collaboratively to co-sponsor Senate 
Bill 952 to expand the number of schoolwide dual-language immersion programs in 
California. To fund this measure, we would like to request that the cost for this measure 
be included in the overall budget priorities and discussions related to the 2022–23 
budget: an appropriation of $15 million for 20 schools over five years to convert to dual 
language immersion schools; $2.5 million over five years for technical assistance 
grants; and 2.0 positions and $301,000 in the General Fund for fiscal year (FY) 2022–
23, as well as $295,000 for FY 2023–24 through FY 2026–27 for California Department 
of Education administrative costs. 

Under Senate Bill 952 (Limón), established grants would allow school districts to cover 
the costs related to securing bilingual educators, training programs, curriculum, 
materials, and other necessary start-up costs. The measure also provides an additional 
$2.5 million for the California Department of Education to contract with technical 
assistance providers to support school districts with strategic planning. Professional 
development, strategic planning, and ongoing support are proven to support the 
successful establishment and expansion of dual-language immersion programs. 
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Bilingualism, biliteracy, and multiculturalism are tremendous assets to both individuals 
and our society. Children who are bilingual and bi-literate demonstrate improved 
outcomes in academic and social development at a time when the demand for a 
bilingual workforce continues to grow in line with the desire for global competitiveness. 
In 1998, Proposition 227 emphasized English-only instruction and stripped many 
students of their culture and language along their educational journeys. Proposition 227 
was overturned in 2016 with the passage of Proposition 58, known as the California 
Education for a Global Economy (Ed.G.E.) Initiative, which increased access to 
multilingual programs in California. Funding to support SB 952 (Limón) would align with 
our state’s positive shift to acknowledging biliteracy as an asset. 

SB 952 (Limón) recognizes that dual-language immersion schools generate high 
interest among parents and communities looking to strengthen their children’s global 
engagement and 21st century skills. We look forward to seeing schools utilize the 
grants to attract students and families back to schools with declining enrollment while 
promoting strong academic performance among students from all backgrounds. In 
addition, by expanding schoolwide dual-language immersion programs, we will also see 
more students become eligible for the State Seal of Biliteracy, a prestigious statewide 
recognition for high school graduates. 

Dual-language immersion programs allow both native English speakers and students 
who are classified as English learners to be immersed in English and a language other 
than English to develop linguistic proficiency and academic achievement in both 
languages. In addition, these programs promote cognitive development, cross-cultural 
understanding, empathy, and greater future career possibilities to benefit all children 
and youth. Moreover, decades of longitudinal research with millions of data points 
nationwide show dual language immersion programs provide extraordinary school 
reform opportunities as they close achievement gaps for both English learners and 
English native speakers in challenging socioeconomic conditions. 

By supporting the funding for this critical grant program, school districts will have the 
necessary funds to strategically plan, establish, and expand dual-language immersion 
programs to support students. The grant will allow school districts to fund bilingual 
educators, classified staff, professional development, and bilingual textbooks and 
materials. These start-up costs will be expanded over five years to support growth and 
stability in programs. The additional $500,000 will provide the California Department of 
Education with the capacity to provide essential strategic planning to grant recipients. 
Successful dual-language immersion schools involve community partners, labor 
organizations, parents, administrators, teachers, and instructional aides in the 
conversation to set up a program that is culturally responsive and carefully planned. 

SB 952 (Limón) has passed out of the Senate with bipartisan support and no “no” votes. 
By funding SB 952 (Limón), California can take a critical step toward preparing students 
to succeed in a global economy with the cognitive, sociocultural, and academic benefits 
of multilingualism and biliteracy. Should you have any questions about our support for 
this legislation, please do not hesitate to contact Michelle Warshaw, Legislative 
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Representative, at 916-319-0638 or MWarshaw@cde.ca.gov; Jennifer Baker, CABE 
Legislative Advocate at jbaker@m-w-h.com; or Cristina Salazar, Californians Together 
Legislative Advocate at cristina@californianstogether.org. 

Sincerely, 

 
Tony Thurmond 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

Martha Hernandez, Executive Director, 
Californians Together 

 
Jan Gustafson Corea, Chief Executive 
Officer, California Association for Bilingual 
Education 

cc: Members, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 
Members, Assembly Budget Committee 
Kimberly Rodriguez, Consultant, Senate Pro Temp 
Joe Stephenshaw, Consultant, Senate Budget Committee 
Christian Griffith, Consultant Assembly Budget Committee 
Yong Salas, Senate Subcommittee No. 1 on Education 

 Dr. Christopher Francis, Senate Subcommittee No. 1 on Education 
 Erin Gabel, Consultant, Assembly Budget Sub. No. 2 
 Mark Martin, Consultant, Assembly Budget Sub. No. 2 
 Jean-Marie McKinney, Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
 Chantelle Denny, Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
 Robert Becker, Assembly Republican Caucus 
 Suzanne Sutton, Assembly Republican Caucus 
 Keely Bosler, Director, Department of Finance 
 Chris Ferguson, Consultant, Department of Finance 
 Brooks Allen, Executive Director, State Board of Education 

Jessica Holmes, Chief Deputy Executive Director, State Board of Education 
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